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Amendments to Senate Bill No. 329
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Prepared by Dan Whyte
April 1, 2011 (7:57am)

1. Title, page 1, line 6.

Following: "AGREEMENTS;"

Insert: "PROVIDING THAT THE LEGISLATURE DEFINES AND SPECIFIES THE
SCHOOL ACCREDITATION STANDARDS;"

2. Title, page 1, line 19.

Following: "FUND;"

Insert: "ESTABLISHING AN AD HOC COMMITTEE TO REVIEW ACCREDITATION
STANDARDS; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION;"

3. Title, page 1.
Following: line 20
Insert: "20-2-121, 20-3-106,"

4. Title, page 1, line 21.

Following: "20-3-363,"

Insert: "20-7-101, 20-7-111, 20-7-401,"
Following: "20-9-308,"

Insert: "20-9-311,"

5. Page 1, line 26.
Insert: "Section 1. Section 20-2-121, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-2-121. Board of public education -- powers and duties. -
The board of public education shall:

(1) effect an orderly and uniform system for teacher
certification and specialist certification and for the issuance
of an emergency authorization of employment by adopting the.
policies prescribed by 20-4-102 and 20-4-111;

(2) consider the suspension or revocation of teacher or
specialist certificates and appeals from the denial of teacher or
specialist certification in accordance with the provisions of
20-4-110; .

(3) administer and order the distribution of BASE aid in
accordance with the provisions of 20-9-344;

(4) adopt and enforce policies to provide uniform standards
and regulations for the design, construction, and operation of
school buses in accordance with the provisions of 20-10-111;

(5) adopt policies prescribing the conditions when school
may be conducted on Saturday and the types of
pupil-instruction-related days and approval procedure for those
days in accordance with the provisions of 20-1-303 and 20-1-304;

(6) adopt—starmrdards—ot gccreditatiomramt establish the
accreditation status of every school in accordance with the
provisions of 20-7-101 and 20-7-102;

(7) approve or disapprove educational media selected by the
superintendent of public instruction for the educational media
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library in accordance with the provisions of 20-7-201;

(8) adopt policies for the conduct of special education in
accordance with the provisions of 20-7-402;

(9) adopt rules for issuance of documents certifying
equivalency of completion of secondary education in accordance
with 20-7-131;

(10) adopt policies for the conduct of programs for gifted
and talented children in accordance with the provisions of
20-7-903 and 20-7-904;

- (11) adopt rules for student assessment in the public
schools; and

(12) perform any other duty prescribed from time to time by
this title or any other act of the legislature.”’

{Internal References to 20-2-121:
20-3-106 }"
Insert: "Section 2. Section 20-3-106, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-3-106. Supervision of schools -- powers and duties. The
superintendent of public instruction has the general supervision
of the public schools and districts of the state and shall
perform the following duties or acts in implementing and’
enforcing the provisions of this title:

(1) resolve any controversy resulting from the proratlon of
costs by a joint board of trustees under the provisions of
20-3-362;

(2) 1issue, renew, or deny teacher certification and
emergency authorizations of employment;

(3) negotiate reciprocal tuition agreements with other
states in accordance with the provisions of 20-5-314;

(4) approve or disapprove the opening or reopening of a
school in accordance with the provisions of 20-6-502, 20-6-503,
20-6-504, or 20-6-505;

(5) approve or disapprove school isolation within the
limitations prescribed by 20-9-302;

(6) generally supervise the school budgeting procedures
prescribed by law in accordance with the provisions of 20-9-102
and prescribe the school budget format in accordance with the
provisions of 20-9-103 and 20-9-506;

(7) establish a system of communication for calculating
joint district revenue in accordance with the provisions of
20-9-151;

(8) approve or disapprove the adoption of a district's
budget amendment resolution under the conditions prescribed in
20-9-163 and adopt rules for an application for additional direct
state aid for a budget amendment in accordance with the approval
and disbursement provisions of 20-9-166;

(9) generally supervise the school financial administration
provisions as prescribed by 20-9-201(2);

(10) prescribe and furnish the annual report forms to enable
the districts to report to the county superintendent in
accordance with the provisions of 20-9-213(6) and the annual
report forms to enable the county superintendents to report to
the superintendent of public instruction in accordance with the
provisions of 20-3-209;

(11) approve, disapprove, or adjust an increase of the
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average number belonging (ANB) in accordance with the provisions
of 20-9-313 and 20-9-314;

(12) distribute BASE aid and special education allowable
cost payments in support of the BASE funding program in
accordance with the provisions of 20-9-331, 20-9-333, 20-9-342,
20-9-346, 20-9-347, and 20-9-366 through 20-9-369;

(13) provide for the uniform and equal provision of
transportation by performing the duties prescribed by the
provisions of 20-10-112;

(14) request, accept, deposit, and expend federal money in
accordance with the provisions of 20-9-603;

(15) authorize the use of federal money for the support of
an interlocal codperative agreement in accordance with the
provisions of 20-9-703 and 20-9-704;

(16) prescribe the form and contents of and approve or
disapprove interstate contracts in accordance with the provisions
of 20-9-705; ‘

(17) recommend standards of accreditation for all schools to
the boardt—of—pubiic—educatior legislature and evaluate compliance
with the standards and recommend accreditation status of every
school to the board of public education in accordance with the
provisions of 20-7-101 and 20-7-102;

(18) collect and maintain a file of curriculum guides and
assist schools with instructional programs in accordance with the
provisions of 20-7-113 and 20-7-114;

(19) establish and maintain a library of visual, aural, and
other educational media in accordance with the provisions of
20-7-201;

(20) license textbook dealers and initiate prosecution of
textbook dealers violating the law in accordance with the
provisions of the textbooks part of this title;

(21) as the governing agent and executive officer of the
state of Montana for K-12 career and vocational/technical
education, adopt the policies prescribed by and in accordance
with the provisions of 20-7-301;

(22) supervise and coordinate the conduct of special
education in the state in accordance with the provisions of
20-7-403;

(23) administer the traffic education program in accordance
with the provisions of 20-7-502;

(24) administer the school food services program in
accordance with the provisions of 20-10-201 through 20-10-203;

(25) review school building plans and specifications in
accordance with the provisions of 20-6-622;

(26) provide schools with information and technical
assistance for compliance with the student assessment rules
provided for in 20-2-121 and collect and summarize the results of
the student assessment for the board of public education and the
legislature;

(27) upon request and in compliance with confidentiality
requirements of state and federal law, disclose to interested
parties all school district student assessment data for a test
required by the board of public education; and

38 —admimrster—thedistributior of—guarantesd tax base Cuney
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Tducatton legislature, the special education requirements of the
superintendent of public instruction, and the reguirements of the
Individuals With Disabilities Education Act;

(c) include preschool, elementary school, and high school
education in Montana; and

(d) are provided in conformity with an individualized
education program that meets the requirements of the Individuals
With Disabilities Education Act.

(3) "Related services" means services in accordance with
regulations of the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act
that are required to assist a child with a disability to benefit
from special education.

(4) "Special education" means specially designed
instruction, given at no cost to the parents or guardians, to
meet the unigque needs of a child with a disability, including but
not limited to instruction conducted in a classroom, home,
hospital, institution, or other setting and instruction in
physical education. ’

(5) "Surrogate parent" means an individual appointed to
safeguard a child's rights and protect the child's interests in
educational evaluation, placement, and hearing or appeal
procedures concerning the child."

{Internal References to 20-7-401:
20-7-420 x 20-9-309 x}"
Renumber: subsequent sections

7. Page 7, line 14.
Insert: "Section 11. Section 20-9-311, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-9-311. Calculation of average number belonging (ANB) --
three-year averaging. (1) Average number belonging (ANB) must be
computed for each budget unit as follows:

(a) compute an average enrollment by adding a count of
regularly enrolled full-time pupils who were enrolled as of the
first Monday in October of the prior school fiscal year to a
count of regularly enrolled pupils on February 1 of the prior
school fiscal year, or the next school day if those dates do not
fall on a school day, and divide the sum by two; and

(b) multiply the average enrollment calculated in
subsection (1) (a) by the sum of 180 and the approved
pupil-instruction-related days for the current school fiscal year
and divide by 180.

(2) For the purpose of calculating ANB under subsection
(1), up to 7 approved pupil-instruction-related days may be
included in the calculation. '

(3) When a school district has approval to operate less
than the minimum aggregate hours under 20-9-806, the total ANB
must be calculated in accordance with the provisions of 20-9-805.

(4) (a) For the purpose of calculating ANB, enrollment in
an education program:

(i) from 180 to 359 aggregate hours of pupil instruction
per school year is counted as one-guarter-time enrollment;

(ii) from 360 to 539 aggregate hours of pupil instruction
per school year is counted as half-time enrollment;

(iii) from 540 to 719 aggregate hours of pupil instruction
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per school year is counted as three-quarter-time enrollment; and

(iv) 720 or more aggregate hours of pupil instruction per
school year is counted asg full-time enrollment.

(b) Enrollment in a program intended to provide fewer than
180 aggregate hours of pupil instruction per school year may not
be included for purposes of ANB.

(c) Enrollment in a self-paced program or course may be
converted to an hourly equivalent based on the hours necessary
and appropriate to provide the course within a regular classroom
schedule.

(d) A pupil in kindergarten through grade 12 who is
concurrently enrolled in more than one public school, program, or
“district may not be counted as more than one full-time pupil for
ANB purposes.

(5) For a district that is transitioning from a half-time
to a full-time kindergarten program, the state superintendent
shall count kindergarten enrollment in the previous year as
full-time enrollment for the purpose of calculating ANB for the
elementary programs offering full-time kindergarten in the
current year. For the purposes of calculating the 3-year ANB, the
superintendent of public instruction shall count the kindergarten
enrollment as one-half enrollment and then add the additional
kindergarten ANB to the 3-year average ANB for districts offering
full-time kindergarten.

(6) When a pupil has been absent, with or without excuse,
for more than 10 consecutive. school days, the pupil may not be
included in the enrollment count used in the calculation of the
ANB unless the pupil resumes attendance prior to the day of the
enrollment count. , :

(7) The enrollment of preschool pupils, as provided in
20-7-117, may not be included in the ANB calculations.

: (8) The average number belonging of the regularly enrolled,
full-time pupils for the public schools of a district must be
based on the aggregate of all the regularly enrolled, full-time
pupils attending the schools of the district, except that the ANB
is calculated as a separate budget unit when:

(a) (i) a school of the district is located more than 20
miles beyond the incorporated limits of a city or town located in
the district and at least 20 miles from any other school of the
district, the number of regularly enrolled, full-time pupils of
the school must be calculated as a separate budget unit for ANB
purposes and the district must receive a basic entitlement for
the school calculated separately from the other schools of the
district;

(ii) a school of the district is located more than 20 miles
from any other school of the district and incorporated territory
is not involved in the district, the number of regularly
enrolled, full-time pupils of the school must be calculated
separately for ANB purposes and the district must receive a basic
entitlement for the school calculated separately from the other
schools of the district;

(1ii) the superintendent of public instruction approves an
application not to aggregate when conditions exist affecting
transportation, such as poor roads, mountains, rivers, or other
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(b) For a K-12 district that has been in existence for 3
years or more, the district's maximum general fund budget and
BASE budget for the ensuing school fiscal year must be calculated
separately for the elementary and high school programs pursuant
to subsection (13) (a) and then combined.

(14) The term "3-year ANB" means an average ANB over the
most recent 3-year period, calculated by:

(a) adding the ANB for the budget unit for the ensuing
school fiscal year to the ANB for each of the previous 2 school
fiscal years; and

(b) dividing the sum calculated under subsection (14) (a) by
three."

{Internal References to 20-9-311:

20-1-101 x 20-1-308 x 20-4-203 x 20-6-702 x
20-7-117 x 20-9-306 x 20-9-306 x 20-9-313 x
20-9-321 x 20-9-321 x 20-9-406 x 20-9-406 x}"

Renumber: subsequent sections

8. Page 12, line 26.
Insert: "NEW SECTION. Section 15. Ad hoc committee on
accreditation standards -- appointment process. (1) There is an
ad hoc committee on accreditation standards that shall meet
during the interim for the purpose of reviewing and approving
accreditation standards for K-12 schools.

(2) The ad hoc accreditation standards committee must
consist of:

(a) four members from the house of representatives appointed
by the speaker of the house;

(b) four members from the senate appointed by the commlttee
on committees;

(c) one representatlve of the office of public instruction;

and
(d) one representative from the board of public education.
(3) The committee may request recommendations for curriculum
or accreditation standards from the superintendent of public
instruction or the board of public education.” _
Insert: "NEW SECTION. Section 16. Appropriation. There 1is
appropriated $200,000 for the biennium beginning July 1, 2011, to
the ad hoc committee on accreditation standards for the purpose
of reviewing the K-12 standards and recommending core curriculum
standards to the 2013 legislature."
Renumber: subseguent section

- END -
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